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Portrait  taken    1863    in  Washington,  D.  C. 
about  the  time  ol    the  Gettysburg  visit. 


You  piobably  wonder  why  I  have  been  asked  to  speak  on  this 
"Four  Score  and  Seven  Years"  Anniversary  Meeting  of  our  Pennsyl- 
vania Fellowship.  Lest  anyone  may  think  I  sought  the  honor  or  felt 
adequate  to  the  occasion,  I  wish  to  assure  you  I'm  just  a  last-minute 
"fill  in". 

A  year  ago  I  spoke  with  our  President  and  brought  to  his  attention 
that  the  opening  words  of  Lincoln  in  his  dedicatory  address  could  be 
used  to  refer  to  this  particular  anniversary  of  the  event.  Lincoln  of 
course  indicated  the  period  of  time  when  our  forefathers  chose  to  create 
a  new  nation  founded  on  a  concept  of  freedom  never  before  attempted 
and  then  through  daring  steps,  they  threw  off  the  yoke  of  tyranny. 
They  implemented  their  faith  and  love  of  liberty  in  a  definite  and  heart- 
warming manner,  by  establishing  here  a  country  where  men  who 
cherished  their  God-given  Freedom  above  all  else,  might  live,  and  work 
and  worship  in  an  atmosphere  that  was  helpful  and  encouraging  and 
hitherto  unknown  to  mankind.  Now  an  equal  period  of  time  has  elapsed 
to  put  that  dedication  ceremony  performed  at  Gettysburg,  exactly  at 
the  midpoint  in  our  country's  history.  An  outstanding  program  by 
the  Fellowship  was  to  be  worked  out.  Knowing  the  ability  of  President 
John  to  do  the  unusual — the  intervening  year  has  been  one  of  high 
hopes  and  great  expectations.  It  must  be  said  however,  that  great 
efforts  were  made  to  fulfill  our  hopes.  Unfortunately  other  plans  inter- 
fered, and  as  a  result,  ten  days  ago  the  secretary  phoned  and  said, 
"You  are  being  called  upon  to  'help  out'."  Well,  I  could  never  let 
this  grand  group  down — so  you  will  have  to  suffer  and  hear  me  through. 
But  perhaps  we  may  use  this  occasion  for  a  bit  of  soul  searching. 

Do  we,  today,  have  a  keen  awareness  of  the  import  and  significance 
of  that  message,  Abraham  Lincoln  delivered  here,  "four  score  and 
seven  years  ago"?  I  doubt  it!  A  recent  survey,  made  by  Bruce  Barton, 
advertising  executive,  former  Congressman  and  author,  famous  son 
of  an  illustiious  author,  preacher,  teacher  and  scholar,  Dr.  William 
Barton,  has  been  released.  It  appealed  in  Friday's  Gettysburg  Times 
and  may  be  seen  in  copies  of  my  hometown  paper,  the  Shippensburg 
News-Chronicle,  given  to  you.  It  showed,  somewhat  after  the  manner 

.  of  a  Gallup  Poll  or  Public  Opinion  Polls  in  10  cities  surveyed,  if  taken 
as  a  representative  sample,  that  seven  million  American  adults  have 

^  never  heard  of  the  Gettysburg  Address.  Sixteen  percent  of  those  who 
had  heard  of  it  are  unable  to  identify  Lincoln  as  the  speaker.  Fifty 
four  percent  of  the  same  group  do  not  know  the  occasion  which  formed 
the  setting  for  it.   Nearly  everyone  guessed  wrong  about  the   date — 

■*  and  variations  covered  a  period  of  185  years.  Only  fifteen  percent 
pretended  to  know  the  entire  address,  although  thirty-six  percent  could 

^repeat  the  first  line.  Most  impoitant  however,  we  learn  that  only  a  few 
people  are  well  informed  and  understood  what  it  was  about. 

Think  of  that — can  you  imagine  such  a  thing  in  present-day  educat- 
ed America?  Well,  let's  not  be  surprised — for  I  am  sure  that  among 
those  who  profess  to  know  what  it  was,  who  made  the  addiess,  when 
it  was  delivered,  we  will  find  that  few  are  really  aware  of  what  it  is  all 
about.  It  is  truly  a  gem  of  public  speaking,  a  remarkable  composition 


and  excellent  English.  But  its  message  is  more  thoroughly  comprehended 
and  understood  today  by  thousands  of  men  and  women  who  do  not 
speak  nor  understand  English,  and  who  have  learned  the  words  and 
then  the  message  through  their  study  of  translations  into  their  own 
language.  To  them  it  has  been  and  is  a  great  heart-warming  and  cheer- 
ing message.  It  is  a  ray  of  hope  in  an  otherwise  dark  and  gloomy  world. 
It  bids  the  weak,  the  fiail,  the  suffering  and  helpless  of  humanity  to 
resist  their  oppression  and  hold  out — for  there  is  surely  a  time  of  better 
ways  and  days  coming.  This  is  the  same  old  story,  men  seldom  appreciate 
their  blessings-until  they  have  lost  them.  In  this  instance  at  least,  men, 
who  have  lost,  and  others  who  never  have  known  liberty ;  liberty  and  un- 
believable freedom — such  as  we  enjoy  as  Americans;  have  been  en- 
couraged to  strive  for  a  chance  to  embrace  that  which  they  have  been 
denied. 

Dreams ! !  Oh,  what  dreams  men  have  had,  and  lo  they  now  hear 
and  learn  from  a  simple,  humble  man  who  became  President,  and  who 
spoke  so  clearly,  and  pointed  the  sure  way  to  the  realization  of  their 
dreams. 

Comparisons  certainly  are  not  necessary — but  consider  if  you  will, 
in  the  realm  of  our  religious  experience.  How  many  of  us  who  profess 
to  be  Christians, — actually  and  fervently  embrace  Jesus  as  their  per- 
sonal Lord  and  Saviour?  We  listen,  and  talk,  and  many  of  us  go  to 
church.  Yet  do  we  sincerely  believe  and  accept  the  Lord  Jesus  as  God, 
our  God,  my  God?  Could  we  hold  to  such  a  conviction  and  do  so  little 
to  fuither  His  Kingdom  here  on  earth?  Yes,  many  claim  the  privilege 
of  belonging  to  His  Church,  but  they  act  strangely  when  any  oppor- 
tunity arises,  as  it  will  daily,  to  speak  "up  and  demonstrate  their  belief 
and  convictions.  History  is  full  of  examples,  beginning  with  the  Twelve, 
who  served  as  His  Disciples — While  He  lived  here  among  men.  They 
deserted  Him  when  the  going  got  rough  during  His  vicarious  suffering 
and  death.  Even  in  His  Glorious  Resurrection  they  were  slow  and  fear- 
ful and  could  not  grasp  the  truth,  nor  were  they  aware  of  the  wonderful 
significance  of  the  occasion.  Many  man  have  been  hesitating  and  falter- 
ing since. 

As  part,  of  the  millions  who  followed  after — who  were  privileged 
to  be  taken  into  the  church  as  potential  believers — have  we  not  missed 
many  real  oppoitunities  to  testify  and  understand  the  significance 
of  our  blessing? 

Let  us  not  forget  Thomas — doubting  Thomas,  so  many  are  like  him. 
He  would  not  believe — unless  he  put  his  finger  in  the  wounds  in  His 
hands  and  thrust  his  hand  into  His  side.  But  he  did  keep  an  open  mind 
and  heart  and  continued  to  seek  the  truth — and  the  Lord  appeared 
to  him  as  you  recall — and  compelled  him  to  put  his  reluctant  finger 
into  the  wounds,  and  thrust  his  hand  into  that  side.  Thomas  cried  out, 
"My  Lord  and  My  God"  and  that  should  speak  volumes  for  would-be 
"Doubting  Thomases",  ever  since. 

To  return  to  our  consideration  of  the  Dedication  message  and  our 
understanding  of  it.  We  do  much  the  same  with  Lincoln's  ideas  and 
message  as  also  with  other  significant  declarations  of  all  truly  great 


leaders.  Why??  Because  some  are  luke-warm,  others  careless,  some 
doubt,  yet  others  are  just  plain  lazy.  Should  we  be  discouraged?  Where 
would  we  be  today  if  we  did  not  everlastingly  keep  trying?? 

To  this  end,  how  many  of  you  have  read  the  vibrant  and  pointed 
editorial  in  the  Nov.  13th  issue  of  LIFE  magazine  entitled,  "How  Bad 
are  U.  S.  Politics?"  Well,  I  commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  every- 
one. Among  its  attention  demanding  thoughts  are  these.  "We  believe 
that  we  must  take  our  politics  seriously,  and  do  something  about  it, 
if  we  want  to  survive."  "We  will  have  to  give  good  politicians  our  full 
faith  and  reward  them  with  our  respect,  as  well  as  with  salaries  .  .  . 
We  cannot  get  enough  good  men  if  we  persist  in  electing  them  on  the 
basis  of  what  we  think  they  can  do  for  us  .  .  .  We  can  elect  good  men 
to  office — men  who  know  better  than  to  try  to  deliver  the  moon,  or  we 
can  elect  the  demagogues  who  promise  us  not  only  the  moon  but  the 
cosmos.  Either  a  politician  is  a  statesman  or  he  isn't  ...  as  long  as 
we  can  be  bought  off  there  will  always  be  slick  fellows  to  buy  us.  As  soon 
as  we  refuse  to  be  bought  we  will  almost  surely  find  the  men  of  vision 
who  can  really  help  us  .  .  .  Who  are  "we"?  The  "we"  are  the  nation's 
vast  number  of  thoughtful  voters,  the  people  who  try  hard  to  use  their 
ballots  for  the  good  of  the  country  ...  If  we  just  threw  aside  our 
fatalism  about  politics,  we  might  suddenly  find  that  we,  rather  than 
the  members  of  some  pressure  group,  hold  the  balance  of  power.  Could 
be  that  the  only  thing  wrong  with  us  is  that  we  do  not  know  our  own 
strength." 

President  John,  as  you  know,  was  first  of  all  interested  in  what 
Lincoln's  visit  to  Gettysburg  could  mean  translated  into  personal 
gain  as  a  livelihood.  But  would  you  deny  him  this  opportunity  and 
right?  Of  course  not,  and  in  the  passing  years,  while  he  has  been  work- 
ing to  make  the  profit  from  his  efforts  around  the  Lincoln-Gettysburg 
idea,  I'm  sure  he  has  absorbed  a  great  deal  of  real,  genuine  idealism 
which  surrounds  the  memory  of  Lincoln.  As  a  result,  he  is  bigger 
and  better  for  it.  And  who  knows  but  what  he  may  do  more  good  than 
some  who  will  r»ot  make  any  approach,  mercenary  or  otherwise. 

Our  Secretary  Walter,  earns  a  livelihood,  superintending  the  build- 
ing, maintaining  and  enlarging  this  battle  park  area,  so  closely  as- 
sociated with  Lincoln  and  the  High  Water  Mark — where  the  great 
decisive  struggle  in  the  life  of  our  nation  took  place.  That's  his 
career.  But  you  may  De  sure  that  every  contact  and  indirect  influence 
of  Lincoln  here,  has  affected  him,  just  as  surely  as  the  sun  has  risen 
each  day  and  in  ways  he  probably  knows  not  of.  He  will  never  be  the 
same  in  his  life  and  character  as  he  was,  for  Great  and  Noble  thoughts 
do  things  to  each  one  who  daily  contacts  that  which  is  associated  with 
noble  principles  and  ideals. 

My  friend,  Ward  Stallsmith — could  give  the  Wills  House  as  a  per- 
manent Historical  monument  to  the  memory  of  Lincoln  here  at  Gettys- 
burg and  have  it  to  his  lasting  memory — and  it  probably  would  be  better 
for  him  and  his  children  if  he  did,  who  knows?  But  rather  likely  he 
will  not — and  you  can  not  find  fault  with  him  for  his  reluctance.  He  has 
at  least  offered  to  sell  it  to  those  who  have  had  a  larger  vision  of  its 
restoration  and  preservation  for  future  generations  to  enjoy — But  Bless 


you,  my  good  friends  and  Fellowship  members — we  have  all  failed 
miserably  to  come  through  with  the  necessary  means  to  make  it  possi- 
ble. It  could  have  been  acquired  with  enough  of  the  thing  we  call  money 
— and  not  one  of  us  can  take  any  with  him  when  he  is  called  from  this 
earth.  But  again  I  say — Ward— and  all  of  us — are  far  better  men  and 
women  for  the  time  we  have  spent  in  contemplation  and  remembrance 
of  the  thoughts  given  to  us  here  by  Abraham  Lincoln — and  which  most 
of  us  have  treated  far  too  carelessly  and  lightly. 

You  see  I  speak  of  simple  things  and  plainly — because  we  should. 
Far  be  it,  for  me,  a  business  man,  to  find  fault  with  anyone  or  his 
choice  of  providing  for  himself  and  his  loved  ones  in  the  necessary 
struggle  for  existence.  But  I  want  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  whether 
we  approach  the  Lincoln  thought,  expressed  here  so  simply  and  so 
effectively; — as  an  incidental  thing  connected  with  our  daily  lives — or 
as  a  truly  great  spiritual  impact  and  force  for  shaping  and  bettering 
the  lives  of  all — we  cannot  be,  whether  we  be  only  remotely  or  whether 
more  intimately  associated  with  this  atomic-like,  forceful  idea  expressed 
here  in  that  fitting  dedication  ceremony — remain  unchanged.  For  any 
Association  with  these  great  ideas  will  affect  every  such  one  for  the 
better. 


But  how  much  greater  and  better  would  the  world  be  today  if  that 
spark  which  Lincoln  struck  here  "four  score  and  seven  years  ago,"  had 
found  tinder  and  fuel  in  our  hearts  and  burned  into  a  brilliant  fire. 
Such  a  warming  fire  in  us  should  awaken  our  responsibility  to  protect 
and  guard  our  freedoms.  We  would  not  only  understand  and  appreciate 
our  liberty  and  freedom  which  our  forefathers  struggled  to  gain  for  us, 
but  we  would  continue  to  struggle  to  gain  the  same  for  others. 

Lincoln's  heart  bled  more  surely  than  did  the  brave  soldier  whose 
arm  was  slashed  off  in  battle.  Do  you  realize  and  believe  this?  The 
other  day  a  pair  of  hoodlums  attempted  our  presdient's  life — wounding 
several  guards  and  causing  one  to  die.  The  President  was  deeply  affected 
by  the  guard's  death — and  we  appreciate  his  feelings — but  that  death 
was  no  different  than  that  which  thousands  of  our  sons  and  loved 
ones  are  called  on  to  face  and  suffer  on  the  battlefields  of  Korea.  I 
know  the  President  recognizes  from  his  own  war  service  the  bravery, 
gallantry  and  suffering  of  our  men  in  service — but  we  cannot  believe 
some  things  would  be  permitted  if  he  genuinely  felt  the  death  of  our 
G.I.'s  as  intensely  as  he  did  that  of  his  loyal  guard  who  fell  right  at  his 
doorstep.  All  of  us  find  it  too  easy  to  pass  over  lightly  that  which  goes 


on  at  a  distance.  The  old  adage  "Out  of  sight,  out  of  mind",  applies. 
But  we  know  that  Lincoln  suffered  the  tortures  of  a  father  each  hour 
as  he  contemplated  the  suffering  of  those  serving  in  the  war,  and  he 
felt  equally  the  physical  suffering  of  the  enemy;  for  all  were  brothers — 
all  citizens  of  our  country — War  and  killing  could  gain  nothing  and 
he  knew  it.  His  was  a  great  compassion  and  understanding.  He  was 
suffering  just  such  anguish — when  his  mind  recalled  the  simple  but 
well  learned  lessons  from  His  Bible,  his  American  History  book,  and 
from  Nature,  And  so  he  prayed  for  Divine  Guidance  and  help.  Our 
ever-present  God  did  not  neglect  him.  Thus  developed  this  dedication 
piece.  It  came  out  of  His  suffering,  tortured  soul  as  it  was  reflected 
through  his  understanding  mind.  This  was  to  serve,  in  some  measure, 
as  a  free  nation's  expression  of  understanding  and  gratitude  for  "the 
great  work  which  the  soldiers  had  so  nobly  advanced." 

His  thoughts  kept  going  to  the  heart  of  the  matter  and  he  realized 
that  the  Great  Truths  he  wanted  to  tell  the  people  could  be  misunder- 
stood and  cause  criticism  if  he  explained  overly  much.  He  intended  to  be 
humble  and  modest.  We  gain  clearly  this  idea,  when  he  said,  "The  world 
will  little  note  nor  long  remember  what  we  say  here,  but  it  can  never 
forget  what  they  did  here." 

Withal  he  was  masterful,  and  in  his  brevity  called  up  the  heavy 
artillery  of  Truth  and  with  deadly,  accurate  aim  and  in  such  a  burst 
that  has  flashed  down  through  the  years  he  struck  straight  at  the 
mark,  when  he  said  "That  this  nation  under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth 
of  Freedom". 

May  I  refer  again  to  a  religious  analogy.  Some  of  us  believe  in 
infant  baptism.  We  know  our  introduction  to  Christianity  began  thus. 
We  grew  and  our  understanding  grew  also.  We  learned  with  the  pass- 
ing of  years.  Our  parents  or  some  adults  were  our  sponsors  and  they 
were  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  seeing  that  we  grew  up  in  a 
Christian  manner.  When  we  matured,  we  confirmed  the  vows  taken 
by  our  sponsors.  If  we  sincerely  sought  forgiveness  and  claimed  the 
Lord  Jesus  as  our  God,  we  were  touched  individually  and  personally 
by  the  spirit  of  God.  By  accepting  the  Lord  Jesus  as  our  Lord  and 
our  God,  we  were  reborn  or  "born  again".  That  is  definitely  essential 
for  a  genuine  faith,  and  it  is  experienced  by  all  True  Believers.  We 
then  proceed  and  earnestly  desire  to  live  a  Christ-like  life,  and  for  Christ, 
the  living  God. 

Therefore,  if  we  truly  understand  the  message  of  Lincoln's  Address, 
we  will  let  His  "thought-spark",  kindle  a  fire  of  genuine  enthusiasm 
in  our  mind  and  heart  and  spirit.  We  will  go  forth  and  not  only 
vigilantly  safeguard  our  hard-won  liberty  and  freedom-  but  we  will 
strive  to  make  these  available  to  others.  If  all  of  us  caught  the  spirit 
of  Lincoln  at  Gettysburg,  we  would  burn  with  a  passionate  desire  to 
do  something  about  it. 

We  should  be  a  dynamic  organization.  We  should  serve  to  spread 
Lincoln's  Freedom  Message,  in  a  manner  as  does  the  American  Bible 
Society,  that  prepares  and  provides  copies  without  number,  of  the 
Holy  Bible  and  especially  the  Gospels.  We  should  everlastingly  and 
continually  seek  to  prepare  and  distribute — copies  of  the   Gettysburg 


Address — as  long  as  one  human  being  remains,  who  is  denied  Freedom. 
The  people  of  Gettysburg — indeed  people  of  our  state  and  nation,  could 
do  a  genuine  service  by  preparing  and  distributing  hundreds  of  millions 
of  copies  of  this  great  message.  It  should  be  done  year  after  year.  It 
should  be  available  in  all  languages  and  dialects — and  continue  until 
everyone,  wherever  he  may  be,  could  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  read  and  study  and  reflect  on  this  message  of  cheer  and  encourage- 
ment. Even  more  important  we  who  have  been  so  richly  blessed,  and 
who  are  here  gathered  together,  should  be  aware  of  the  Truths  of 
this  great  message.  Through  our  re-awakened  selves,  we  should  demon- 
strate in  our  lives  that  it  is  really  something  to  be  an  American  and 
a  lover  of  Freedom.  We  should  forever  guard  our  freedoms.  We  should 
seek  every  good  means  actively  to  educate  and  develop  an  awareness 
and  appreciation  of  these  values  in  others,  and  through  them  for 
others,  and  others,  and  yet  others.  If  we  caught  the  real  message  here 
then  we  would  not  be  seeking  larger  and  more  social  security,  fine 
as  that  idea  may  be  for  its  help  to  our  less  foitunate  neighbors.  We 
would  not  be  seeking  out  special  privileges,  subsidies,  bigger  pensions, 
more  "pork  barrel"  spending  and  the  like.  We  would  know  that  our 
United  States,  or  any  country  like  the  United  States,  could  be  strong 
only  as  its  citizens  are  strong.  We  would  rather  support  its  laws, 
we  would  surely  assist  the  forces  established  to  preserve  law  and  order, 
maintain  justice  and  certainly  avoid  complacency  and  smugness. 

Then,  and  then  only  would  we  be  really  honoring  our  heroic  forefath- 
ers, and  the  generations  of  their  sons  who  succeeded  them — indeed  hon- 
oring all  those  who  fought  for  our  freedoms,  and  the  many  who  laid 
down  their  lives  for  all  and  each  of  us — privileged  to  be  living  today. 
I  wish  to  speak  no  platitudes,  nor  do  I  strive  for  any  oratorical  effects — 
These  men  and  boys  who  went  through  "hell  on  earth" — will  surely 
have  died  in  vain,  if  we,  the  living — fail  to  rededicate  our  lives  to  this 
great  unfinished  work,  which  they  so  nobly  advanced.  We  must  dedi- 
cate ourselves  to  that  great  task  remaining  before  us,  and  take  in- 
creased devotion,  to  that  cause  for  which  they  here  gave  their  last 
full  measure  of  devotion.  This  applies  equally  well  to  the  memory  of 
all  Americans  and  freedom-loving  men  who  have  fallen  in  battle  or 
who  have  made  sacrifices  in  their  genuine  endeavor  for  the  common 
good.  Then  may  we  here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have 
died  in  vain. 

We  will,  in  fact,  make  sure  that  this  nation,  under  God,  shall  have 
a  new  Birth  of  Freedom — and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 
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